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PART 1.   SOUTH MUSWELLBROOK AND THE SCHOOL SITE  

 
The land upon which the Muswellbrook South Public School is built has had a 

very interesting history indeed. Famous names in the history of our town and 

State trickle through its story like a “Who’s Who” book…. people like Henry 

Dangar, Sir Francis Forbes, George Forbes, George B owman, William 

Bowman, Edward Bowman  and many others. 

 

THE FIRST WHITE MEN REACH THE AREA OF THE UPPER HUN TER 

 
HENRY DANGAR, the Surveyor, was the first known white man to visit the area 

now known as Muswellbrook, when he made his famous trip in August 1824 . 

He skirted both sides of the South Muswellbrook and School site areas, first 

while travelling north of it towards Aberdeen. And then while returning on the 

west and southern sides. Although Henry Dangar viewed the site of the plains 

south of Muscle Creek from the distant hills to the north of the present township, 

he did not actually traverse it. 

 
Later in the same year, 1824, GEORGE FORBES was one of the first selectors 

in the scramble for the newly-discovered lands that followed Dangar’s 

exploration and reports to Sydney, he being granted 2,000 acres of land at 

“Edinglassie”, south west of the present town of Muswellbrook, on 1st 

September 1824. Although this was not the site of the School, it establishes the 

reason why his brother, SIR FRANCIS FORBES, who was the Chief Justice of 

NSW selected here, where our school is now situated. It is on part of Sir Francis 

Forbes’ Land Grant that the site for the building of the school was to be 

established.  

SIR FRANCIS FORBES, former Chief Justice in Newfoundland and Bermuda, 

received his appointment to NSW in 1823 and arrived in the colony in 1824, the 
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year in which reports on the discovery of much new land on the Upper Hunter 

was received. He received 10,000 acres of land from the Governor of NSW, Sir 

Thomas Brisbane, in exchange for lands he owned in the Bermudas, and later 

on he received another grant of 2,560 acres from the new Governor, General 

Ralph Darling. 

 

The Colonial Office finally ruled against Governor Brisbane’s recommendation, 

but was to decide that Forbes would be allowed to purchase 10,000 acres on 

the usual terms existing at the time of purchase. 

In the usual and regular way, the Hon. Francis Forbes  received a Civil 

Servant’s Grant of 2,560 acres, which was promised by governor Darling on 6th 

October 1826, and this was confirmed by deed dated 5th April 1835. 

 

This granted portion of four sections extended from the Hunter’s River and 

along the left bank of the stream to be named Muscle Creek  (Muscle Brook , in 

those days) and it included the land upon which South Muswellbrook, and 

Muswellbrook South Public School, were built. 

 

As George Forbes had already taken the name of “Edinglassie ” for his 

selection (Edinglassie was the name of their family estate in Scotland), the 

Chief Justice named his property “Skellator ”. (Skellatar  and Skellater  were 

later spellings, used locally). 

 

 

SKELLATOR was the name of a Forbes family estate near Aberdeen, 

Scotland. There are several meanings of the word in ancient Gaelic, but if taken 

as a phonetic translation it means “the bald hill”. Names are often corrupted and 

vowel sounds are often changed over the years. It is said that if the name of the 
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Forbes’ estate had been “Skillator ”, it would have meant a tower, castle, 

mound, hill or rock of terror. 

 
The land of the Forbes brothers were marked out by the NSW Surveyor-

General himself-JOHN OXLEY (the famous explorer of the Lachlan River and 

Liverpool Plains), who, according to the instructions issued to him on 7th April 

1825, came up with George Forbes and set the boundaries of “Edinglassie ”. 

On the north side of “Edinglassie ”, John Oxley marked off a strip of land having 

a one-mile frontage to the Hunter’s River, and extending back to the full depth 

of “Edinglassie ”. This Portion was reserved for the sons of Sir Francis Forbes- 

Francis William and David George Forbes.  

 
A further area of 10,000 acres was marked out for Sir Francis Forbes himself, 

extending from Muscle Brook to the portion of the two boys and comprising the 

full width behind their lands and George Forbes’  “Edinglassie ”. The present 

Muswellbrook South Public School site is part of this original grant. 

 
For a few years, George Forbes of “Edinglassie ” acted as Superintendent of 

the “Skellator ” lands and flocks for his brother, until his retirement as Chief 

Justice of NSW, when Sir Francis Forbes was able to make more frequent visits 

to his selection. Soon, a rough-hewn homestead was built at “Skellato r” and the 

estate came under a separate and independent control. 

The “Skellator ” selection was added to the purchase of two more blocks of land 

purchased from Suzanna and Elizabeth Jenkins (approximately the site of the 

present Showground and the lands to the top and on the other side of Black 

Hill). These blocks were purchased on 1st and 2nd October 1833 for the amount 

of $168 ($336) for each of two 500-acre blocks. Thus the Forbes brothers 

controlled all the lands from “Edinglassie ” to the southern side of Black Hill, 

south of Muscle Brook. 
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William Merritt’s grant of 2,000 acres on Muscle Brook (granted 1825) was 

much better land than that of the Jenkins’ sisters, and it also became part of the 

“Skellato r” Estate when it was purchased from Edward Sparke Jnr. of  

“Ravensfield”, Maitland, soon after Sparke received the title deeds in 1840. 

 

 
When MUSCLE BROOK was gazetted a town in 1833, after Surveyor Richard 

Dixon’s map of the town’s streets was forwarded to the Surveyor-General in 

Sydney, no provision was made on the southern side of Muscle Brook for any 

streets or a town of any kind. However, a sprinkling of buildings began soon 

after and in 1841, George Chivers set up his steam flourmill at the junction of 

Muscle Brook and the Hunter’s River. This mill became a woollen cloth mill or 

factory by the end of 1843, and today forms part of the Riverside Caravan Park. 

It is the oldest existing building in Muswellbrook. 
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SOUTH MUSWELLBROOK BEGINS TO EMERGE  
 
There were high hopes that the southern side of Muscle Creek (to distinguish it 

from Muscle Brook, the town) would develop into a large township, as many 

houses were being built here along the rough track that connected with Sydney.  

 
In 1842, just after the death of Sir Francis Forbes, the private township of 

FORBESTOWN was laid out by Forbes’ sons, Francis and David, with wide 

streets, sections and allotments for sale to the public. 

 
By the end of 1842, Sylvester Thornton  (who was the first to buy an allotment 

in the new town), had built his two- storied Family Hotel in Sydney St (now the 

Valley Hotel-Motel), and a walk along Sydney St will show many other imposing 

structures built soon after the township was set up. 

 
The Maitland Mercury of 8th July 1843, states: The wooden bridge which leads 

across the Government Township to the new township laid out by Francis and 

David Forbes, Esqs, is now nearly completed. The new town bids to outrival the 

old, as upwards of 40 houses have been built in the short space of ten months. 

In consequence of the erection of the bridge, the main thoroughfare will be 

through FORBES TOWN and JERRY’S PLAINS- by way of Sir Thomas 

Mitchell’s Line along the present Sydney St, past “Balmoral” to “Ayrdale” and on 

to Lemington and Sydney.  

 

However, this was not to be. In the following year, the extensions to the south of 

the township of Musclebrook (to become Muswellbrook), were surveyed and the 

boundary of the town was extended to include Forbes Town, and the new road 

from Singleton to Muswellbrook was much improved and came into more and 

more use until it became the main road to Newcastle and Sydney. By 1847, 
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coaches and travellers had abandoned the Mitchell’s Line of Road, mainly 

because of its terrible condition and rough patches.  

 

Although the name Forbestown  lingered on for many years and was still used 

by a few settlers and residents in the early 1900’s, it was the town that never 

was as it passed eventually out of existence, and the name of South 

Muswellbrook  took over. 
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FRANCIS FORBES 

 
After the death of Sir Francis Forbes  in 1841, Lady Forbes , with her two sons, 

lived in an old timber building known as “Old Skellator ” until the property had to 

be eventually sold because of depression effects and bad times. 

 

Francis Forbes Jnr . at least received some claim to fame. It appears that 

many years before aeroplanes flew our skies, Francis Forbes was engaged in 

inventing an aerial carriage, the forerunner of our first aeroplanes.  

 

While a student at Trinity College, Cambridge University, in 1839, he had been 

planning a flying machine and on his return to Australia and “Skellator ”, he 

began in 1842-43, to plan its construction, but by the middle of 1843 he was 

forced to abandon his further designing and construction of the flying machine 

because of the Great Stock Depression, which brought about the loss of several 

of Forbes’ properties.  

 

Francis was unable to secure sufficient finance to continue his efforts to build 

the flying machine. This, plus the trouble he had in getting a suitable machine or 

engine to power it, forced his abandonment of the project. 

 
Francis Forbes Jnr. went on to make several notable geological discoveries on 

the Darling Downs in Qld and went to San Francisco, USA, where his sudden 

death brought his short career to an end. 
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THE BOWMAN FAMILY AND SOUTH MUSWELLBROOK  
 
In July 1848, GEORGE BOWMAN, noted landowner of the Hawkesbury and 

Hunter Districts, purchased “Skellator” and all its associated lands for his third 

son, William, to manage. 

 
WILLIAM BOWMAN  had lived at George Bowman’s “Archerfield” property at 

Richmond and moved to Muswellbrook about 1850 and lived at “Old Skellator ” 

as manager. After the building was burnt down, he had a new place; “Balmoral ” 

built about 1857 onwards. 

William Bowman was held in high esteem by all and became the town’s first 

Mayor when the Muswellbrook Municipal Council was established in 1870. 

 
ANDREW and EDWARD, twin sons of GEORGE BOWMAN, (his 8th and 9th 

sons and his 10th and 11th children), came to live at “Skellator ”, and act as 

managers on their return from England. It was during the Bowman managership 

that the name “Skellator ” was changed to “Skellata r”, which it has been ever 

since. Skellatar Street and Skellatar Racecourse bear the more modern 

spelling. 

 
The present “Skellatar ” building was built for the twins in the years 1883-84, the 

architects being Blacket and Sons. The stately old Victorian two-storey brick 

and wrought iron building with a slate roof was well sited at the top of the hill on 

the property overlooking the whole of the Bowman estate, from the Skellatar 

Racecourse, to Black Hill, with a wonderful and indeed magnificent view of the 

rising town of Muswellbrook on the slopes of the hills opposite. 

 
 
There was a polygonal bay, with bracketed eaves and pressed metal frieze 

around the verandahs, which had columns built by the Sims of Morpeth. Inside 
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the house, were beautiful cedar staircases, doors and fittings, marble fireplaces, 

and etched glass depicting Australian birds, around the front door. 

 
Edward’s son, Hunter , added a Ballroom many years later. (After 1934) 

Edward Bowman  married Irene Purchase, and they lived at “Skellatar ”. They 

had one son, Hunter , and three girls. Hunter Bowman , inherited the property 

from his father upon the latter’s death. He married Jean Trotter , and they had 

no family. 

 
ANDREW BOWMAN , the other twin, married Catherine Hutchinson , who died 

in childbirth. Later, he married Catherine Laing , and they had three sons and 

two daughters- Andrew, Muriel, Allan, Keith and Mary .  

 
Andrew  inherited “Gyarran ” on his mother’s death, and later sold it.  

Allan  lived at “Girrahween ” which passed to Allan’s son, Selwyn (Gus) 

Bowman.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       WILLIAM BOWMAN                                 EDWARD BOWMAN 
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PART 2. MUSWELLBROOK SOUTH PUBLIC SCHOOL  
 

A map of the township of “Musclebrook ” (not officially known as 

“Muswellbrook ” by the Lands Dept and Local Govt Authorities until 1948), 

shows the town boundary on  

27th March 1925, changed to reproclaim section of the “Private Town of South 

Musclebrook” and included lands of the “Skellatar ” estate south of Maitland St 

and east of Lorne St. 

 
This area of the town included the land upon which the present Muswellbrook 

South Public School and Muswellbrook Technical College are now situated. 

 
During the War years of 1939-45, the lands on the edge of “Skellatar ” and the 

nearby newly reproclaimed lands of the town boundary had been used for 

Military purposes by the Commonwealth of Australia. A large Army Camp was 

established on the area, which was used as a training centre and a truck repair 

depot. For many years after the War, there was much evidence of the area 

having been used as such- steel posts, barbed wire, concrete blocks and pits, 

etc. Many local people can still remember the Army Camp that was on the spot 

and I have talked with many who attended the Camp there. A large building and 

extensive grounds that house the Hunter River Lancers Training Group still 

remains as a reminder of those early days.  

 
When Edward Bowman  died on 29th June 1926, his only son, Hunter 

Bowman , retained control of “Skellatar ” until he died in 1948 without any heirs. 

After Hunter  Bowman ’s death, arrangements were made for the sale of 

“Skellatar ” Estate and the lands behind the school site were prepared for 

subdivision and sale. 

On the sketch map of blocks of land for sale as published for Edward Higgins 

Parkinson and Co. for the sale by auction on 15th November 1952, a large 
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block of land south of Maitland St was already marked out for the Muswellbrook 

South Public School and the Muswellbrook Technical College, although by this 

date the school site was already built upon and was occupied, the blocks having 

been purchased by the Department of Education and reserved for their use 

many years earlier.  

 
In the years that followed, several portions of old Skellatar Estate began to be 

sold to various groups for building purposes as the township spread to the south 

of Muscle Creek. 

 
A large section became a Housing Commission building site, while the Catholic 

Church purchased the old Skellatar building and the surrounding lands, with the 

two-storey building becoming St Mary’s Girls High School. 

 

 
 

SKELLATAR HOUSE  
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THE SCHOOL IS BUILT  
 

Because of the growth of the area of South Muswellbrook and the new Housing 

Commission buildings going up in Forbes and Tindale Streets, the need was felt 

for the construction of an additional School within the town to serve the people 

living to the south of Muscle Creek in the South Muswellbrook Area, and after 

negotiations were completed, work was begun on a school fronting Maitland St 

and on the block previously acquired by the Education Department. 

 
 
Much levelling and clearing of cement blocks, steel posts, barbed wire etc. was 

needed before the one large wooden building was begun. Classes had already 

been formed, and were housed at the Church of England Parish Hall, and at the 

old Showground Pavilion that was erected in the former Showground, now 

known as Olympic Park and used as a sporting area.   

 
There were four classes formed at first- Kindergarten, combined First and 

Second Class, combined Third and Fourth Class and combined fifth and Sixth 

Class. Early photographs are to hand to show these classes during the first year 

of the School twenty-five years ago.  

 
The main building of the new School in Maitland St was taking shape during this 

time and consisted of four main classrooms to house the four classes formed 

and mentioned above. Two of the classrooms were to be each side of a central 

Principal’s Office and Storeroom, with a Staffroom and Library on the left hand 

end of the building, and a Storeroom and Cleaner’s Room on the right hand 

side. A verandah ran the full length of the building, along the front and facing 

Maitland St. A circular drive to the front of the school and the beginnings of a 

landscaped garden set the school off in beautiful surroundings. 
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Behind the School’s main wooden building were boys’ and girls’ toilets, 

washrooms and drinking fountains, all of which were of wooden construction. 

There was a large sloping playground to the rear.  

 

The building was occupied early in 1952 and it was very appropriate that the 

first Principal of the new School should be a Mr L G (George) Bowman , also 

the name of the original owner of the school site. Four classes were established 

at the School in the first years of its existence, and the four teachers were Mr L 

G Bowman, Principal, and his wife, Mrs M Bowman, Mr  Mervyn R Hall and 

Miss M Biddle .  

 

An enthusiastic Parents’ and Citizens’ Association was set up in the first year of 

the School’s existence to help provide the many little “extras” that were so 

necessary for the children’s education, and which were not supplied by the 

Department of Education. This P and C Association, together with the Ladies’ 

Auxiliary, and later the Social Committee, worked in close liaison with the 

Mothers’ Club, has been most instrumental in supplying much equipment, 

materials, teaching aids, books and requisites etc. for the use of the school. 
 

The first two names in the School’s original 1952 Visitors’ Book (still at the 

school) shows that Mr R Cousins , Deputy Mayor of Muswellbrook, and Mr A E 

Border , Town Clerk, visited the School on 13th March 1952.  
 

Mr R Cousins  was the first President of the P and C Association and held that 

position for many years. He is still the Patron of the School to this day and 

regularly visits the School and supports it at all times. 
 

In the same week, Religious Instruction by the local ministers began. with Alan 

MacLachlan (Presbyterian), H Hampton Hobart (Church of England), and B E 
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Heawood (Methodist) giving the first lessons. Other faiths have joined in over 

the years and Scripture Lessons have been a feature of the School ever since. 

 

The Visitor’s Book also shows that the Hon R J Heffron , Minister of Education, 

visited the School, accompanied by Mr D’Arcy Rose , MLA for the Upper 

Hunter, Mr J  H Nesbitt  of the Education Department, and Mr D Drake , Director 

of Education in the Newcastle Area on 31st October, 1952. 

 
THE OFFICIAL OPENING – 13TH NOVEMBER 1952 

 
Arrangements were completed for the official opening of the new School at 

Muswellbrook South, which took place on the front verandah of the School on  

13th November 1952, just at the end of the first year. After a short ceremony, 

and the usual speechmaking, Mr D’Arcy Rose , MLA performed the official 

opening. A plaque to mark the opening is still in the possession of Muswellbrook 

South School.  

 
Also present among the officials were Eric G Morton , District Inspector, Mr 

George  Adams , Mayor of Muswellbrook Municipal Council, Mr R Cousins , 

Deputy Mayor, Mr R G Bray , President of the Shire of Muswellbrook, and other 

important town dignitaries.  

 

Special performances were put on by the children in choral Singing and Choir 

work, together with folk Dancing Displays. The Visitors’ Book also shows that 

many varied and very interesting people have visited the School over its twenty-

five years of existence.  

 

Amongst the visitors in 1953-54 were Chamlong Bhuckongesmuth, from the 

Dept of Livestock Development, Bangkok, Thailand; L Saravisncasulk, GBVG of 



�

Colombo, Ceylon (Now Sri Lanka) and a Mr Sadatoen, and Indonesian High 

School Teacher.  

 
In the early years of the School a need was felt for the construction of a weather 

shed for the children in which to eat their lunches and to enable them to shelter 

from any unfavourable weather conditions. Following some representations to 

Mr D’Arcy Rose, MLA, the P and C Association was told it was not the policy of 

the Education Department to build weather sheds, mainly because of financial 

difficulties the Government was experiencing. However, it was stated, if the P 

and C could arrange to help in its cost or construction, consideration would be 

given.  

 

As a result, approval was given in 1954 for the erection of a double 

weatherboard shed to be constructed. Materials were supplied by the Public 

Works, while labour was to be supplied by members of the P and C Association, 

providing they built the weather shed according to the specifications. 

 

In 1955, an application was made to construct footpaths in front of the School to 

allow for easy access to the School, but it was many years before this was to 

eventuate, mainly because of the delay in the re-alignment of Maitland St and  

the ultimate formation of drainage systems and then footpaths, which were 

eventually  tar-sealed and finally concreted past the School to the Technical 

College next door. 

 
THE SCHOOL GROWS IN SIZE 

 
It wasn’t very long before the School began to have its first growing pains. 

South Muswellbrook was growing quickly with many new buildings being 

erected and many new pupils coming to the School. Because of large classes, 

which were averaging over 40 per class, an application was made to limit new 
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enrolments at the School, but this was deferred because of re-organisation of 

classes within the school.  

The School was drawing upon new subdivisions and children from Antiene and 

Liddell areas. It was even suggested that the children from Antiene and Liddell 

continue on by bus to Muswellbrook Public School to alleviate the overcrowding 

at Muswellbrook South, but this did not eventuate, and the bulk of the children 

from this area have always attended Muswellbrook South. 

 

As a consequence of this growth and overcrowding, the Public Works Dept was 

asked by the Education Dept to arrange for the erection of a double timber 

classroom unit with folding partition to be built between the then existing 4-

classroom building and the Technical College. The construction of this unit 

depended upon the allocation of funds, and was to commence construction on 

6th February 1956 and be completed by 23rd April 1956. The building was not 

commenced on time and was thus late in being completed. It was occupied in 

an unpainted state on 27th June 1956. 

 

The new Principal appointed at the beginning of the year was Mr John 

Burchett  and he arranged for the Official Opening of the new unit to take place 

on Saturday, 3rd November 1956. Rt Hon RJ Heffron  Minister for Education 

performed the Official Opening with many other noted visitors in attendance.  

 

The plaque to commemorate this opening was attached to the wall of these 

wooden rooms, now the only remaining reminder of the original School that 

stood on the site. 

These rooms were moved to the rear of the School, having been transported 

there to make room for the construction of the new Administration Block for the 

new brick school, and are between the Infants’ Quadrangle and the Netball 

Court. 
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At the end of the year 1956 approval was given for the enclosure of the western 

end of the verandah of this new school building to give protection against the 

adverse weather conditions. Chalk rails had already been constructed around 

the chalkboards on the walls of these Infants’ rooms and the floors had been 

sanded to give a better surface to the rooms.  

 

The Sewing Instructor at the School had her hours of Sewing Instruction at the 

School increased to four hours per week at the princely sum of eight shillings 

(80 cents) per hour. 

 

A bronze plaque to mark the opening of the additional unit is attached to the 

building, the only part of the original School still standing. 

 
Enrolment at the School had reached 210 pupils, with five teachers on the staff. 

Although the School average class load was 42, the lower classes were 

averaging over 45 pupils in each class, some of which were composite classes. 

 

Over 50 trees were planted in the School grounds during this year in an attempt 

to beautify the playground and the School site, as well as supplying and 

providing shade for the schoolchildren. The gardens were also given attention. 

 

Various organizations were being supported by the School and its pupils- 

Stewart House, The Far West, Dr Barnardo Homes, Junior Red Cross, Gould 

League, Local Hospital (egg collections), as well as many others, and these 

have continued to receive support ever since. 

On 20th February 1957, three acres of land behind the Muswellbrook Technical 

College, and belonging to the College were granted to Muswellbrook South 

School for use as an extension of their playground. The actual transfer took a 

couple of years with the result that it was several years later that the fences 
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were shifted to the present boundary lines, and this has been the area of the 

School’s playground ever since. 

 

1957 also saw the visit of the aircraft “Southern Cross”, which arrived on 

Wednesday, 25th September. This is the aircraft Sir Charles Kingsford-Smith 

(Smithy), Australia’s greatest aviator made many record-breaking flights. It was 

being transported by road from Sydney to Brisbane, to be housed in its final 

resting place- the Memorial Hangar at Eagle Farm Airport in Brisbane. Some 

souvenir pamphlets were on sale for two shillings (20 cents) and an inspection 

of the cockpit could be made for two shillings   

(20 cents) for adults and sixpence (5 cents) for children. 
 

Also in 1957 the Principal, Mr John Burchett , represented the Muswellbrook 

South Public School at the Muswellbrook High School on the occasion of the 

visit of the Governor of NSW, His Excellency, Sir John Northcott , KCMG, CB, 

and was presented with the others to the Governor.  
 

In the early 1960’s applications for the levelling of the playground and the 

extension of water pipes to water the trees and the grassed playing areas was 

refused because of the cost involved, and the lack of funds available at the 

time. Both of these improvements were to come later, and at a greatly 

increased cost when there was a change in Government and funds became 

available for such works. 
 

An application was also made for a reinforced concrete wall to be constructed to 

replace the jagged concrete blocks and slabs lining the embankment near 

Maitland St footpaths in front of the School. These blocks were relics of the 

concrete blocks and slabs smashed up from the ones left from the Army Camp 

slabs when the School had been built and the front lawns built up and 

established around the circular drive in front of the School. Delays were such 
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that eventually a brick wall replaced the concrete slabs from the Technical 

College boundary to Osborn’s Garage. 

 

During 1962, a new storage shed was built onto the back of the weather shed 

for the storage of garden tools, lawn mowers, the physical education equipment, 

portable stage, etc., and it was a great asset to the school.  

 

The following year, 1963, saw the repair of the circular drives, with a large slab 

of asphalt removed and a solid concrete drive substituted instead. 

A half-length concrete cricket pitch was built on the playground by the P and C 

Association, led by Mr H (Blue) Bridges . One of the biggest outdoor projects of 

the P and C was the setting up of the outdoor gymnasium, which was 

constructed and erected by its members in weekend working bees, the total 

cost being borne by the  

P and C. 

 

By now, a new Principal, Mr Fred Walker , had taken over the running of the 

School, and he worked tirelessly towards the improvement of the school in 

many ways, including scholastically and in its beautification. 

A BADGE COMPETITION for an appropriate design was conducted and Darryl 

Jones , a pupil of the School, won this.  Today, that badge is in the possession 

of many proud ex-pupils of the school, who can remember their many “happy” 

years at the School. 

 

Mr Walker instigated the first Speech Nights and Play-nights in 1974. These 

were held for the first time in the Town Hall. Previously, Speech Days and Play-

nights were held at the School where the children performed on a stage 

supported on solid boxes in the two-room classroom unit. With some 100 to 200 

children seated on the floor in front, and some hundred parents seated on 
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chairs behind them, the sardines in a tin could not even reach the same 

comparison, hence the move to the Town Hall.  

 
GROWING PAINS AGAIN  

  
Growing pains were with the School again as South Muswellbrook continued to 

grow. The Showground Pavilion was applied for, and permission to use it was 

granted by all concerned, but in the meantime, accommodation for one class 

was granted by the Technical College next door, and this was more convenient 

for a class which would still need to be in almost daily contact with the main 

school, so this room was put to use.  

Some classes at this time had 47 pupils and when new teachers were 

appointed there were insufficient rooms then available at the School. As a 

result, many classes had to be housed away from the main School.  

 

In fact, at one time, four classes were in rented accommodation around the 

town-two classes at Park Tennis Club, on at the Church of England Parish Hall 

in Hunter Terrace, and one at the Salvation Army Hall in Mitchell St. The 

National Fitness building in Bowman Park was also used for a short period. All 

these places, good as they were under the circumstances, proved 

unsatisfactory and inconvenient to the children’s education. Many applications 

were made for additional accommodation at the School to eliminate this 

position.  

 
With the beginning of construction of the $200,000,000 Liddell Power Station 

and additional Housing Commission units, in particular, those just above the 

School in the new subdivision, the influx of pupils was such that the School was 

virtually “bursting at the seams”.  

 



�

Also, it was noted that the School was showing signs of poor construction. It 

was deteriorating very quickly. The toilets and ablution blocks needed replacing 

already.  

In the main building, windows and box frames showed signs of falling apart 

while more serious was the sagging of the roof and the spreading of the walls, 

which necessitated towards the end, their tying together with steel rods across 

the ceiling. 

There was a strong move for additional accommodation or a complete new 

school to replace the existing one-just over 12 years old at this stage. Following 

representations to Mr F L O’Keefe , then the Member for the Upper Hunter, and 

other agitation, to the Dept of Education, plans for a complete new complex 

were drawn up-the whole to be completed in a series of stages over a number 

of years. 

 

14th February 1966  saw the introduction of Decimal Currency in Australia. 

THE NEW SCHOOL IS COMMENCED 
 
The first stage in the new plan was in 1967, when a new Administration Block, 

including a Principal’s Office, Storeroom, Clinic, Deputy’s Office and a 

Staffroom, was built, together with a brick veneer three room classroom unit. 

Two of the rooms were to be joined with a folding partition between them. 

These three rooms were taken over by the Infants’ Department, with the Infants’ 

Mistress taking over the former office of the Principal in the old wooden building. 

 

The School continued to grow at an alarming rate with the continuing 

accommodation problems that followed its growth. An idea of the growth at the 

time can be seen by the enrolment figures submitted on the Annual Returns: 

 
1963- 209 pupils enrolled 
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1964- 214 pupils enrolled 

1965- 236 pupils enrolled 

1966- 251 pupils enrolled 

1967- 283 pupils enrolled 

1968- 324 pupils enrolled 

1969- 431 pupils enrolled 

1970- 494 pupils enrolled 

 
This steady increase and the shortage of classrooms led to the second stage of 

the new plan beginning two years later than the first stage-namely in 1969. 

 

The wooden two-room unit building previously constructed in 1956 as the 

second stage of the original School was moved by special trucks to the back of 

the proposed new School complex to a position at the back of the quadrangle 

and near the new netball court. It is the only part of the “Old School” remaining 

on the site. A three-classroom brick veneer unit was built, together with a 

School Canteen (added to the end of the Toilet Block previously built in the 

1967 building programme. These new rooms were built on the right hand side of 

the concrete courtyard. The Primary Classes now moved into these three 

rooms, plus the three rooms built in 1967, while the Infants’ Department moved 

over to the old wooden buildings of the original School. 

 

Mr Dave Thompson  was the new Principal at this stage of the School’s growth, 

and he too worked very hard to further improve the accommodation at the 

school. 

 

Two more years later, in 1971, saw the third stage in the building of the new 

complex. It got under way with the construction of two more brick veneer 

classrooms which were built on the opposite side of the new concrete courtyard 
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next to the three room unit built in 1969, while a large double brick veneer 

Library was built across the southern end of the courtyard. 

 

Again, two more years later, in 1973, the fourth stage of the School complex 

was begun- it was the biggest of all the stages and it saw the construction of a 

three classroom brick veneer unit across the northern end of the School, 

together with two Kindergarten Rooms linked by a Cleaner’s Storeroom and 

Tool-shed to the Toilets and Ablution Blocks and a large open Weather-shed. 

All were of brick veneer construction. 

The original four class room wooden building of 1952, together with the wooden 

weather-shed and storeroom behind it were removed by complete demolition 

and removal from the School site-21 years after its construction. 

 

In its place, a large concrete courtyard area was constructed. Behind this area it 

was planned that a final stage be built with three more brick classrooms to 

complete the sixteen-class room School. 

 

In addition to this 1973 construction, the Administration Block was changed. 

The Deputy Principal’s Office was reconstructed into a new Mistress’ Office, the 

Staffroom became the Deputy’s Office, and a Cleaner’s Storeroom and 

Secretary’s Office were constructed. A common Staffroom was added to the 

northern end of the Administration building. 

 

A part-time Clerical Assistant, Mrs B Cater , was appointed in November 1969, 

using firstly a part of the Principal’s Office as her quarters and then the Deputy’s 

Office when appointed full time. 

 

In 1973, the newly constructed Secretary’s Office came into use and Mrs M 

Maloney  became the Secretary. 
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During 1973, the new oval at the top of the School playground was levelled after 

excavation to a greater depth in the top corner. After top-dressing with good 

riverbank soil, it was sown with seed, mainly through the efforts of the Principal, 

Mr Dave Thompson , who spent many hours at the task. A watering system 

was laid down on each side of the grounds and has worked so efficiently that 

now there is a safe and well-grassed area for the children to play their games 

and sports. 
 

The Junior Rugby League and Cricket Clubs have used the ground on many 

occasions for both training and matches. The Rugby League Club donated the 

set of steel goal posts. At the time of writing, the Cricket Club is planning to 

construct a full-length cricket pitch on the oval, and this will prove very beneficial 

to the School’s sporting area and provide the children with much better 

opportunities to improve their game. 
 

An effort was made by the P and C Association to have this part of the 

playground known as the “Thompson Oval”, but the request was turned down 

by the Department of Education. 
 

GROWING PAINS AGAIN  

 
In 1975, a double wooden class room unit was added to the School’s buildings 

at the rear of the School when it was transported from another school area to 

help cater for increasing enrolments, as the final building stage had not yet 

begun, and accommodation for many more pupils was urgently required if 

outside halls were not to be used again. At the end of 1975, the School said 

good-bye to Mr D Thompson, who always referred to the School as South 

Muswellbrook, and one of South’s most popular Principals, and at the beginning 

of 1976, welcomed Mr Pat Skinner , our present Principal. Mr Skinner changed 
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the name of the School back from South Muswellbrook to Muswellbrook South, 

its official name. 

 

At the end of 1976, we said good-bye to Mrs Mabie Cosgrove , our first Infants’ 

Mistress, who was transferred to Merewether Heights because of the re-

classification of the Muswellbrook South Infants’ Department. 
 

Also in 1976, was the arrival of an aluminium portable room, called a 

demountable, which was brought in to help alleviate the growing 

accommodation problems as the two-room building brought in the previous year 

was fully occupied and an extra class in the Primary needed accommodation. 
 

In 1977, the School received the appointment of a Resource Teacher, Mr Rod  

McKeough , who has assisted the classes and pupils with much remedial work 

in the basic subjects. A Reserve Teacher was also appointed, but was later re-

appointed to assist at Kayuga Public School. 
 

During the term of the School’s life (to 2002), there have been nine Principals ,  

And these in order have been: -Mr L G (George) Bowman    1952-1955 

1. Mr John Burchett  1956-1962 

2. Mr Fred Walker   1963-1968 

3. Mr Dave Thompson  1969-1975 

4. Mr Pat Skinner   1976-1977 

5. Mr Errol Allen   1978-1982 

6. Mr Larry Keegan   1983-1987 

7. Ms Diane R Nightingale  1988-2001 

8. Ms Lynette Wright  2001-> 
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The first Deputy Principal appointed to the School was Gordon Benson , who 

was to arrive here when the School was re-classified as a Second Class 

School, on the numbers enrolled.  

 

The first Infants’ Mistress appointed was Mrs Mabie Cosgrove , who arrived in 

1969, and was transferred at the end of 1976. Mrs Elma Woolfe  was the 

second Infants’ Mistress, arriving at the start of 1977. 

 

The first Deputy Mistress was Mrs Janet King , who was appointed in May 

1970.  

 Mrs Norma Fowler  replaced her in February 1973. 

 

 Mrs Cath Callister  acted as relieving Deputy Mistress between these two 

appointments, and also during Mrs Fowler’s Maternity Leave. 

 

Over its twenty-five years of existence, the Muswellbrook South Public School 

has striven hard to give a good education to its pupils scholastically, physically, 

spiritually and in character building. Modern education methods have been 

employed by a dedicated staff, which has shown a great interest in both pupils 

and School alike. Its pupils have been most generous in their support of Stewart 

House, Far West, Dr Barnardo Homes, Junior Red Cross, Willowbrook Special 

School, Koora Workshop and the Pre-School, as well as the Muswellbrook 

District Hospital. 

 

There has been a keen interest by its pupils in sport, especially in supporting 

the Junior Rugby League, Muswellbrook Swimming Club, and the PSAAA (now 

PSSA). Regular sporting activities and inter-school visits have been made not 

only with Muswellbrook Primary School, but also with Denman, Scone, 

Aberdeen and St James Catholic School, together with a triangular competition 
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with annual visits to Killarney Vale and Windsor on an alternate basis. This 

year, Kingswood South replaced Windsor. 

 

 

Our teams have competed regularly over the years in the Peel Carnival for 

Junior Rugby League (one of the State’s biggest School boys’ Football 

Carnivals) and it is only recently that the School has not participated. Also, the 

School has participated in the local Group 21 Rugby League Competitions and 

Knockout Competitions held at both Muswellbrook and Scone. 

 

The Arts Council visits with many travelling and educational shows, participation 

in the Festival of Arts, Choral Festivals and Festivals of Music, together with 

visits to the Local Art Prize displays, have all played their part in the cultural 

development of the pupils at the School. 

 

In 1970, the School received a visit from Daceyville Public School Brass Band; 

this provided an incentive and inspiration to the newly formed Muswellbrook 

South School Band, started off by the Principal, Mr D Thompson . Many former 

pupils subsequently joined the Muswellbrook Shire concert Band. The good 

work with the band was continued by a teacher, Mr Alan Baldwin , and then by 

the Town Bandmaster Ron Bailey , assisted by Mrs Norma Fowler .  

 

Although only twenty-five years old, the Muswellbrook South Public School is 

now old enough for many former pupils to have moved on to higher education, 

Teacher’s Colleges, and Universities, or to take their places as worthy and 

important citizens and businessmen and women of our town and district.  
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Before finishing this account, I must make mention of a very interesting fact that 

concerns the name BOWMAN, so prominent throughout the history of the 

School. 

·  George BOWMAN owned the land upon which the School is situated.  

·  Mr L G (George) BOWMAN was the Principal when the School was 

opened. 

·   Several members of Selwyn (Gus) BOWMAN’s family (He is a great 

grandson of the original owner, George BOWMAN) have been or are at 

present members of the various classes of Muswellbrook South School-

Geoffrey, Felicity,  Malcolm, Paul, Nicholas and Walter -all of whom 

have attended here, or are still attending, during the 25 years of the 

School’s existence. 

 
 

HONOUR BOARD OF SCHOOL CAPTAINS  
 
 

1952 Pam Turner     Frederick Platt 
1953 Meryl Bray   Noel Brown 
1954 Anne Muddle  Ian Seymour 
1955 Gloria Coulter  Barry Daniel 
1956 Carol Morris  Clive Andrew 
1957 Jan Campbell  Neville Coady 
1958 Robyn Coulter  Ian Harman 
1959 Pam Batchelor  Anthony Marker 
1960 Ernie Dobbin   
1961 Marilyn Sheppard 
1962 Peter Rickard 
1963 Carolyn Nash  Owen Mc Cosker 
1964 Pam Walker  Robert Readett 
1965 Judith Sheppard Allan Train 
1966 Lynda Fuller  Dennis Bailey 
1967 Jan Mackellar  Robert Train 
1968 Ann Thompson  Greg Jones 
1969 Allison Howie  Raymond Snow 
1970 Marion Wall  Desmond Train 
1971 Gillian Howie  Mark Dunn  
1972 Leanne Coleman Drew Thornton 
1973 Belinda Speight Stephen Goodwin 
1974 Tracie Nixon  Martin Jones 

1975 Mandy Stewart David Thompson 
1976 Debra Snow  Craig Morris 
1977 Meryl Brown  Bradley Smith 
1978 Megan McCullock Ted Gill 

1979 Carolyn Shepherd Michael Mackellar 
1980 Cindy Adams  Lindsay Ward 
1981 Toni Stewart  Guy Mackellar 
1982 Mandy Shepherd Shane Snow 
1983 Raelene Stewart Phillip Bamback 
1984 Kylie Stewart  Adam Morgan 
1985 Melissa Harris Matthew Marker  
1986 Michelle Allen  Andrew Boardman 
1987 Kristy Ogg  Andrew Goodwin 
1988 Skye Pemberton Adam Logue 
1989 Kate Edwards  Grant Brochtrup 
1990 Kerryn Ogg  Joshua Wall 
1991 Tasha-Lee Kerle Gareth Wilkinson 
1992 Renae Chapman Anders Cassidy 
1993 Kate Sanderson Luke Wells 
1994 Kristin Robinson Stephen Hinton 
1995 Leah Edwards  Nathan Stone 
1996 Kristal Hinschen Mark Robinson 
1997 Jill Edwards  Steven Hinschen 
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1998 Danielle Thomas Tim Robinson 
1999 Lauren Stacey  Toby Fibbins 
2000 Rian Boney   Brodie Mainey 
2002 Samantha Stocker Jake Neesom 

2002 Lauren Thornton Matthew Hinschen 
2003 Kate Thornton  James McPhee 
2004 Amber Whiting  Daley Boney

 
 

Muswellbrook South School Plan- 1977  
  

New England Highway  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



�

 
Plans for Muswellbrook South Extensions drawn up ab out 1997  

Most of these additions are currently underway and should be completed in 
2002. 
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